Norfolk Homeless Consortium
Committee: Healthcare
Date: February, 2009
Attendees:

Yvonne Price, Park Place Medical Center

Dr. Subir Vij, Park Place Medical Center


Alicia Matthews, St. Columba Ecumenical Ministries


Melanie Rivera, Forkids


Dr. Larry Ryan, Salvation Army


Julie Dixon, The Planning Council
Jill Gray, Union Mission


Latresa Roberson, Union Mission

Janice Savage, DePaul Medical Center

Angela King, DePaul Medical Center 
I. Agenda Items

· Update on HCH program in Norfolk
· Update on Medication Assistance Program and referral issues
· Update on Union Mission’s health program

· Other business, announcements

II. Key Decisions/Action Items
· Patients are leaving PPMC without prescription referral to the Medication Assistance Program.  Yvonne and Dr. Vij will ensure that the patients receive information about it from the front desk, as well as in the Exam Rooms.  There is a concern that some patients do not follow up at a shelter for their free medications and therefore do not receive them.
· The Bureau of Primary Health Care conducted a monitoring visit at PPMC and asked that the clinic look into deeming clients ‘homeless’ so that they are not referred back to a provider agency and can be assisted more quickly.  A discussion ensued that for those clients without documentation, providers often accept a self-report of homelessness.

· PPMC and Forkids are still planning to agree on a certain amount of slots for families.  So far the response from Forkids’ clients is that only the adults are interested in this and it’s not necessary for children as they have other resources.
· Shelters are not getting the mental health assistance that was in place previously with PATH workers.  Norfolk is currently without a PATH worker.  The new Director of the CSB was named today and will be invited to the next meeting to improve assistance within the homeless continuum of care.  
III. Additional business
(Any discussion points that should be shared with the full NHC)

· Union Mission will move soon (possibly April) and the new facility will include a wellness room for women (4 beds) and one for men (4 beds).  The referrals should come from the hospitals that discharge homeless persons needing respite care.  The length of stay will depend on their conditions. No medical equipment will be available but on site care from visiting medical providers will be possible.

· Transportation to PPMC from Union Mission seems to be working well.
· Follow up needs to happen for those clients needing Social Security benefits.  Case managers trained on SOAR applications in Norfolk are not completing them.  
IV. Upcoming Meetings - 2009
· April 1
· June 3

· August 5

· October 7
· December 2
