Norfolk Homeless Consortium

Employment Taskforce Committee Minutes
September 29, 2010
Attendees: Jenny Carter, Beth Carroll, Brittany Phanelson, Toni Clark, Katrina Toussant, La’Toya Edwards, LaRhonda McLean
I. Agenda Items:

· 4th Norfolk Employment Connect
· Workshops – job readiness for clients and case management employment training
· Sub-committees / Logistics and Employers
II. Key Decisions
· The 4th Norfolk Employment Connect will be held on Thursday, April 7, 2011 from 9:00am – 12:00pm. 

Location – Workforce Development Center 201 E. Little Creek Road.  

Rooms 202 and 204 are reserved for the event.  Toni Clark will reserve a separate room for participants to complete job applications.  I think we should keep educational resources at a minimal.  I recommend we invite two educational resources – OppInc. One-Stop Workforce Center and TCC Job Skills Training Program.  Both resources offer opportunities that will lead to employment.
· Discussed the need to offer ex-offender workshops to include several different components.  Topics to include:
1. motivational speakers

2. invite local business owners to discuss what employers look for

3. dress for success

4. job retention

5. employment applications/resume

· We need to further discuss and finalize the workshop topics, dates, location, etc.

· Discussed Brown Bag trainings for case managers/service providers.  We should provide the Work Opportunity Tax Credit training.  This will allow the audience to learn what this tax credit is all about, who qualifies for it (all targeted groups who face significant barriers to employment), and how to move forward to advocate for their clients.  
The second training will focus on case management. Brief employment overview of how to assess, identify, job match, build relationships with employers, etc.  I would like to focus on presenting the basic skills that case managers need in order to help their clients with employment search.  I have the perfect person in mind that would do a fantastic job with this presentation.
Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 20, 2010 

           2:00pm –ForKids 4200 Colley Avenue, Norfolk


