Norfolk Homeless Consortium

Employment Taskforce Committee Minutes

October 27, 2010

Attendees:  LaRhonda McLean (Chair), Marty Burke (Co-Chair), Beth Carroll, LaToya Edwards, Lafayette Richardson, Jenny Carter, Cynthia Wood, Toni Clark, Brittany Phanelsan, Michael Paris, Chris Bell
I,
Agenda Item:
· Review Sub-Committees and discuss projects for each committee

· Discuss each member commitment to recruit at least 1 employer

· Discuss Brown Bag trainings

· Discuss timeline for client workshops and confirm topics

· Discuss timeline to recruit employers

· Discuss Women Suit Drive

II. Key Decisions:
· All members of the Employment Taskforce Committee will solicit at least one employer for the Norfolk Employment Connect (NEC) (7 April 2011)

· Logistics sub-committee recommended a max of 20 vendor tables with the possibility of putting one or two in the hallway.

· Goal set to have 20 employers to included OPP INC and VEC

· OTEH to be contacted in regards to bus tickets for follow up interviews, after the NEC, and after completion of pre-training to get to the NEC on 7 April.

· Topics suggested for the Brown Bag Training include:  tax credit for employers, CM 101, how to better serve clients that are unemployed, VEC presentation on the Virginia Workforce Connect System (registration, job search, resume posting, job skill identification).

· Committee agreed to have two targeted workshops for the clients, one specifically geared towards ex-offenders and the other open to all clients.  Workshops to be held on 23 March and 30 March.  Topics to be discussed in the 2-3 hour session include:

· Interview skills

· Resume improvement

· Job retention

· Tough application questions

· Dress for success

Suggested holding the 23 March session (9:30am-11:30am) at the new Union Mission and the 30 March session (1:00pm-3:00pm) at the Workforce Development Center.

· Committee agreed to start contacting employers after the holidays starting in January 2011.  The invitation letter to employers will be reviewed and updated at the next meeting in early December.  

· Discuss trying to do something similar to the Men’s Suit Drive for women.  Committee tabled this discussion until next meeting.

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 8 2010 - 2:00pm - ForKids 4200 Colley Ave

