Norfolk Homeless Consortium

Employment Taskforce Committee Minutes
March 24, 2010
Attendees: Melinda Robinson, Joe Wadsworth, Katrina Toussant, Brittany Phanelsan, Toni Clark, Jenny Carter, Cynthia Wood, Dr. Denise Biron, Michael Paris, Martin Burke, Yilla Smith
I. Agenda Items:

· Topic of discussion - 3rd Norfolk Employment Connect
II. Key Decisions
· We will have a minimum of 5 educational booths attend the NEC.  The following committee members will contact the educational site and confirm attendance.
1. TCC Job Skills Training Program – Toni Clark CONFIRMED
2. Tidewater Builders Association – Joe Wadsworth

3. Tidewater Tech & certificate programs that admit ex-offenders  – Dr. Denise Biron

4. Norfolk Technical School – Jenny Carter

5. Norfolk Public Schools/ ABE (GED opportunities) – Katrina Toussant

· Yilla Smith will develop referral form and attach training sites DRAFT
· Melinda Robinson will contact all employers to include follow-up from the ex-offender friendly employers listing.  If you would like to assist with this project, please email Melinda directly melstcolumba@aol.com.  
· Volunteers are needed to contact other employers such as – HRT, Sprint, International Marketing Association, Landscaping companies, Marriott, etc.   Please email me to let me know which employer you would like to contact. I will make calls too.
· Sheryl Lange will connect with the following employers: Goodwill Industries, Goldkey PHR, LTD Management, Rock Solid Janitorial, Crestline Hotels, and City of Norfolk.

· Michael Paris, please make contact with Wal-Mart since you already have a contact from the last NEC.
· Katrina Toussant will contact Abacus & Sunbelt Temporary Service Agencies.  In addition, please contact the gentleman that owns his own business – barber/stylist and invite to the training and/or job fair.
· Toni Clark will confirm if room 208 is available (job application room).  Rooms 202 & 204 are confirmed.

· Martin Burke – please confirm VEC Representative for training.

· In some cases depending on individual user settings in order to register via the link listed on the employer letter you have to right click (CLICK HERE) and select open hyperlink.  Please communicate this to the employers when you follow-up.
· NEC - Thursday, May 6, 2010 10:00am until 1:00pm at Norfolk Workforce Development Center.  We will conduct two ex-offender trainings: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:00pm – 4:00pm and Wednesday, May 5, 2010 10:00am – 12:00pm.  Topics to be covered:
1. Inspiration & Motivation – Lafayette Richardson & guest (owner of barber school, if available)
2. Resume/ Mock Applications -  addressing gaps in employment – Michael Paris
3. Interview Techniques – VEC Representative 
4. Restoration of Rights – we need a speaker
     Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 13, 2010

           2:00pm –ForKids 4200 Colley Avenue, Norfolk


