Norfolk Homeless Consortium

Employment Taskforce Committee Minutes
January 27, 2010
Attendees: Katrina Toussant, Marty Burke, LaRhonda McLean, Brittany Phanelson, Cynthia Wood, Jenny Carter, Stephanie Piper, Michael Paris, Toni Clark
I. Agenda Items:

· Sheryl Lange, Program Coordinator at Goodwill Industries gave a presentation to the committee. Ms. Lange discussed employment services, job readiness program, and the referral process.
· Brown Bag trainings – (employment related) topics were discussed.
· Discuss date for 3rd Norfolk Employment Connect.
· Discuss ways to improve the current Employment Taskforce page on NHC website.
· Discuss future location of committee meetings.
II. Key Decisions

· We would like to schedule a date in April or May 2010 for the employment related Brown Bag trainings.  The training would include 2 agencies that provide services to the ex-offender population and 1 agency that provide job-training opportunities (i.e. TCC Job Skills Training Program).
· Discussed the plan on how to conduct the 3rd Norfolk Employment Connect.  We would like to have the NEC on Thursday, May 6, 2010 at Workforce Development Center from 10:00am – 1:00pm. Toni Clark will confirm space availability at WDC.  The committee will develop a list of job readiness training sites in the community.  Participants must attend one training in order to attend the NEC.  We want participants to be work ready in order to attend the Norfolk Employment Connect.  Therefore, we decided to create a simple referral form that case managers or training sites could sign off to verify that the participant attended a job readiness training session.  The participant will then bring the referral form to the NEC in order to enter the event.
· We will have two ex-offender workshops prior to the NEC. We need to finalize the specific topics for the workshops. Tentative dates are April 27th & 29th.  We would like to have one morning workshop and one afternoon workshop. The workshops will be held at WDC.  Second Chances agreed to participate.  Dr. Denise Biron was suggested to be a speaker.  We will work on inviting other agencies and facilitators.
· Marty Burke will talk with Yilla Smith about our recommendations on how to improve the Employment Taskforce page on NHC website.
· The committee agreed to rotate the location for committee meetings on a quarterly basis.
LaRhonda McLean will invite Opportunity Inc. to next committee meeting to discuss program services.  In addition, LaRhonda McLean will contact Hampton Roads Chambers of Commerce to discuss membership criteria.
Next Meeting: February 24, 2010


           2:00pm – Virginia Employment Commission 5145 E. Virginia Beach Blvd.
