Norfolk Homeless Consortium

Employment Taskforce Committee Minutes
February 24, 2010
Attendees: Katrina Toussant, Marty Burke, LaRhonda McLean, Brittany Phanelson, Cynthia Wood, Melinda Robinson, Toni Clark, Kim Green, Latrese Carter, Yilla Smith, Lafayette Richardson
I. Agenda Items:

· Finalize Brown Bag trainings – agencies to invite (employment related) March/ April 2010.
· Discuss training sites to utilize for Norfolk Employment Connect (NEC).
· Discuss community organizations that provide professional clothing.
· Discuss availability of space at Workforce Development Center (WDC) for training and NEC.
· Discuss training for ex-offender population for NEC.
II. Key Decisions

· We will move forward to plan the next Brown Bag trainings.  We will invite one organization that provides services to the ex-offender population & one educational program. One/One will give the organizations time to discuss there program services to include question & answers.  We will invite Second Chances, Goodwill, Step-Up, Spotlight Books, Stop Organization – CNA Program, and TCC – Job Skills Training Program, etc.  Contact will be made to confirm and schedule.
· Training sites to prepare participants for the NEC was identified – Virginia Employment Commission, Opportunity Inc., Goodwill, SNAPET, Second Chances, Community Solutions (resume writing & interviewing skills). We need to contact each site identified to confirm the type of training offered, if certificates are given once training is complete, address, and telephone numbers. We will distribute a final listing.  If you have information on other resources for training sites, please forward to LaRhonda McLean or Marty Burke. 
· Community organizations that distribute professional clothing identified.  Suited for Success – Portsmouth, Women & Clothing, and Male Closet – WDC, Salvation Army H.O.P.E. Village, and Ghent Area Ministry.  We need to follow up and confirm telephone numbers and addresses for each site.  We will distribute final listing.  Lafayette Richardson and/or LaRhonda McLean will connect with Dress for Success to discuss presentation and opportunity to distribute professional suits.  We would like to have the presentation at Union Mission Women’s Center and would like to provide transportation. Further discussion is necessary to plan and coordinate this event.
· NEC date confirmed – Thursday, May 6, 2010 10:00am-1:00pm at WDC.  We will conduct two ex-offender trainings: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 2:00pm – 4:00pm and Wednesday, May 5, 2010 10:00am – 12:00pm.  Topics to be covered:
1. Inspiration & Motivation – Lafayette Richardson

2. Resume/ Mock Applications -  addressing gaps in employment

3. Interview Techniques

4. Restoration of Rights

Marty Burke will confirm speaker for Interview Techniques.  Need to confirm with Michael Paris – Second Chances and Sheryl Lange from Goodwill Industries.   

     Next Meeting: March 24, 2010


           2:00pm – Virginia Employment Commission 5145 E. Virginia Beach Blvd.
